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Application No. 09/944,348 
Amendment dated March 2, 2009 
Reply to Office Action of August 28, 2008 

REMARKS 

Claims 83, 87, and 88 have been amended to further define Applicant's claimed 
invention. 

In the Office Action, the Examiner rejected claims 83-88 (including independent 
claim 83) under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,177,931 
to Alexander et al. ("Alexander"). Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection for the 
reasons set forth below. 

A. Claim to priority- 

The present application claims priority to and incorporates by reference U.S. 
Serial No. 08/975,374 ( u, 374 application"), now U.S. Patent No. 6,286,140 ("'140 
patent"). The claims of the present application are fully supported by the '374 
application. For example, support for the claims can be found in the '374 application at 
least in the original claims as filed (included as Attachment A), and the '140 patent at 
least at column 4, lines 31-38; column 6, lines 37-52; column 7, lines 31-58; column 8, 
lines 13-19; column 9, lines 15-31, 66, and 67; column 10, lines 1-24, 66, and 67; and 
column 11, lines 1-12 and 18-24. The '374 application has a filing date of November 
20, 1997, and hence, the claims of the present application are entitled to that priority 
date. (See Copy of Filing Receipt of the present application included as Attachment B.) 

B. Alexander not prior art under 35 U.S.C. 5 102(e), 

Alexander has a non-provisional filing date of July 21 , 1998. Therefore, the 
priority date of the claims of the present application pre-date the non-provisional filing 
date of Alexander. Furthermore, Alexander derives priority from various provisional 
applications. (See Copy of Certificate of Correction of Alexander included as 
Attachment C.) Of the various provisional applications relied upon by Alexander for 
priority, only five (5) have filing dates that pre-date November 20, 1997. These five (5) 
provisional applications are listed below. 

1. Provisional Application No. 60/055,237, filed on August 12, 1997; 

2. Provisional Application No. 60/053,330, filed on July 21 , 1997; 

3. Provisional Application No. 60/055,761, filed on August 14, 1997; 
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4. Provisional Application No. 60/061,119, filed on October 6, 1997; and 

5. Provisional Application No. 60/034,784, filed on Dec. 19, 1996. 
However, even if the Examiner relies on the priority dates of these five (5) 

provisional applications, Applicant submits that these provisional applications do not 
satisfy the requirements of 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) for rejecting the claims of the present 
application. 

1 . Alexander not supported by earlier claim to priority. 

According to MPEP § 2136.03 Part III, "[t]he 35 U.S.C. 102(e) critical reference 
date of a U.S. patent or U.S. application publications., .is the filing date of the 
provisional application with certain exceptions If the provisional application(s) properly 
supports the subject matter relied upon to make the rejection in compliance with 35 
U.S.C. 112, first paragraph." (Emphasis in original,) As discussed below, the five (5) 
provisional applications do not support the portions of Alexander cited by the Examiner 
in rejecting Independent claim 83. 

Independent claim 83, for example only and without limitation, recites a system 
including "a monitor device for uninterrupted and passive continuous monitoring of 
television viewer behavior, the monitor device configured for monitoring event data 
generated upon occurrence of television viewer events and channel change events " 
(Emphasis added.) As such, in this example, independent claim 83 requires the 
monitor device to monitor both television viewer events and channel change events. 
However, the five (5) provisional applications do not provide support under 35 U.S.C. § 
112, first paragraph, for the portions of Alexander cited by the Examiner in rejecting the 
above-quoted exemplary recitation of independent claim 83. Accordingly, given the 
priority date afforded the claims of the present application, Applicant submits that the 
Examiner's rejection thereof under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) based on Alexander cannot be 
maintained. 

2. Alexander not enabled by earlier claim to priority. 

Furthermore, Applicant submits that the five (5) provisional applications are not 
enabled for supporting the portions of Alexander cited by the Examiner in rejecting at 

-5- 
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the very least the above-quoted exemplary recitation of Independent claim 83. 
According to the Federal Circuit, "p]n order to enable, the prior art reference must teach 
one of ordinary skill in the art to make or carry out the claimed invention without undue 
experimentation." (Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing Co. v. Chemque. Inc. . 303 
F.3d 1294, 1306 (Fed. Cir. 2002), citing Nafl Recovery Techs.. Inc. v. Magnetic 
Separation Svs.. Inc., 166 F.3d 1190, 1195-1196 (Fed. Cir, 1999).) Furthermore, 
according to MPEP § 2121.01 , citing Elan Pharmaceuticals. Inc. v. Mavo Foundation for 
Medical Educational Research , 346 F.3d 1051 (Fed. Cir. 2003), tt [t]he disclosure in an 
assertedly anticipating reference must provide an enabling disclosure of the desired 
subject matter; mere naming or description of the subject matter is insufficient, if it 
cannot be produced without undue experimentation." 

Of the five (5) provisional applications having filing dates that pre-date 
November 20, 1997, only Provisional Application No. 60/055,761 ("761 application") 
appears to have any potential relevance to the claimed subject matter of the present 
application. However, it is submitted that even if it were to be determined that the 761 
application were to support the portions of Alexander cited by the Examiner in rejecting 
the above-quoted exemplary recitation of independent claim 83, the 761 application 
only includes generalized disclosure of such subject matter. With respect to the 
portions of Alexander cited by the Examiner, the generalized disclosure of the 761 
application does not teach one of ordinary skill in the art to make or carry out the 
claimed invention without undue experimentation. Accordingly, Applicant submits that 
the 761 application is not enabled at the very least for rejecting the above-quoted 
exemplary recitation of independent claim 83, and hence, the Examiner's rejection 
thereof under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) based on Alexander cannot be maintained. 
C. Conclusion- 

In conclusion, Applicant submits that independent claim 83 is patentable and that 
dependent claims 84-88 dependent from independent claim 83, or claims dependent 
therefrom, are patentable at least due to their dependency from an allowable 
independent claim. Therefore, in view of the foregoing remarks, it is respectfully 

-6- 
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submitted that the claims are patentable. Accordingly, it is requested that the Examiner 
reconsider the outstanding rejections In view of the preceding comments. Issuance of a 
timely Notice of Allowance of the claims is earnestly solicited. 

To the extent any extension of time under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .136 is required to obtain 
entry of this reply, such extension is hereby respectfully requested. If there are any 
fees due under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .16 or 1.17 which are not enclosed herewith, including 
any fees required for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .136, please charge such 
fees to our Deposit Account No. 50-1068. 



Respectfully submitted, 



MARTIN & FERRARO, LLP 



Dated : March 2. 2009 




1557 Lake O'Plnes Street, NE 
Hartville, Ohio 44632 
Telephone: (330) 877-0700 
Facsimile: (330)877-2030 
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J": v; ■;' v^;; ^"V ■ ^ attachment a ■•>: y^- yy . y'yy \ 'y^y 

: i . ; what is;;ciaimed isv • - ' ■ ' ; v v :/ : ' \'XCVv " /:,; -"' C' ■'■ ^^Vi-'^U '*i " : v 

• : JA system for mcmitoria^ viewer behavicnr, >M.ch ; ■ ;'iV-" ^;: ^ 

-comprises; ..' '"• - ■ '*'•:'.•■'•;:• *"-v:. * ■ ' '•*' 



; - a signal receiving device f wherein said signal receiving 
; device*- "further comprises : ' ■ • ' -v : *'.*." 



: an event timing dervicaa for keeping a real-tiroe record of 
event timfe occurrence and for generating a . . digital - signal 
representative of event time occurrence; \. ; 
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v ., a monitoring device for moiiitoring an. pccurr^ce of ^ ! / 

'event, wherein said event comprises a change : bf 'at ie^^cm6>pf^v; v 
". . on/off -status of said signal receiving de^ce,;. a channel change, '•'a'. 1 : 
vbiui&e change, a^ mute/unraute operation and one of a : user one of 
interactive and non-interactive one of event ! anA operation .. ^h^ ^ ~ n 
said mdnitoring device generates a digi tal>ignal representative of 
; .at least- one ... of on/of f status . of ..the signal receiving .device, ; ; : ' 
= qhannel: change, voltxme ^ange; imite/urtraute operation, arid user one -v "-'!.•. '"*V- v ; 
: ^ of interactive and non- interactive one of 'event' and' operation;-;;* v ; \/; "v. : .V-' X : 



■' 



v , :\" '/. ";V V.''."" v 
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^/ V.. . a data latching device f oxr 6»6 of ; -latching and storing 

the . digital signals generated, by said m^toriig dwice and Said 
•. event .timing device; and - • ■ , ' ■ - 



n 



(7. 

*. > : 



. ; a database for storing the data one of latched and stored 

'.lay; said data' latching device* ■.;;/."■ . * •■• 7" : 0- 

2* The system of claim 1, which " finder con^ 

T : a cofctrol device .for -controlling ©aid signal/ receiving 
device; ."*■ -7.* *' "" " •.'■*" " \ :; - j\ ' 

\V\' : a television signal receiver for receiving - televisioia'v 

/signals/ and; ; *, ' : ' \'. :: 'y : -' ^ ^ H' ' *-'\ : -V/;\ K* ' 

•■a /device for one, of ! transmitting .and relaying the" 
- received television • signals ■ to - a ' television/ • ■ • \- .: - /• 

•■' ;.• :■ -*"'3 .■ ■. The 'system; of -.claim 1, . wherein- said; si^i^VrcfeceiyingV : ; 

device further txanpriisee: - / ;v\-.',. .' ';" - . a " % ;;;-7 ' 

.--a' view^^ 

ever said signal receiving device? and.' " 
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. :V » an oatput device , for ^oviding an indication of "signal. 
vxecieiyihg device o^erjation. . . V * V-'v • ..*...•*""•*■ .V ' "V-" 1 . V' ; ;;.* ; {f 



:.- 4i^..«he- l '^y»tem of claim l, fahi€dx further ' conprises 

a ceiitral proceflsiig colter 'riaich is located remotely 
from said signal receiving devia6 x ; which further comprises* ".-.V; 

■\.af control; device f £^r it^teoiliji^ ; tie "operation of said" 
central processing c ompu te 

; :;a. receiver fop 'receiving .data";' obtained, at said • signal- 
receiving ; device*. 



1: 



4 



"-.a 'memory Storage ' device for steering 
/- said 'sign^ . t ]?":- s .- 

■ meant/ f or processing said data obtained 'from said signal /-[;■.' ;'" ■• 
• receiving deytoe and for generating: output data, one : bf indicative : ; i . ; V 
of and refie^tija^ vie^r beiavior. : " : . '*."'•"'; /.:' /"•*'• 

■ : :-\ \ :, \ ■ S* .-..She system .of ^claim.-i, " 'wherein : said signal recelvii^ ■ ' \ •'. [' 

'device further comprises: ; : .. ■: ; * '•:'•* '"'"'M'. ' 
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•t • ' . 



.V 



. -.a"- receiver for receiving signals from \ -©aid central • 
processing <kH^uter?Y and _ •'• 

- a transmitter for transmitting data ;to ^said -centraj 
;*"].-.. processing computer V .. 

; Wb»'>?YSfc«K of .claim 5^ wherein said central 

processing- ccwtqpiiter further comprises : ; • • y," . 

a -transmitter for ' transmitting one of control, data and 
U; " polling signals to said signal receiving device . 



7\> The system of claim X, >herein television signals are 
transmitted via at least one of a television c^mmtxaira t ion stein r f 
a- telephone communication system r a wireless corarnunication ; system 
and a fiber optic dommuiiicat ion" system* - s 



8. The system of claim l wherein said monitoring device 
comprises at least one of r* V ; I .*"■■..■■"•;.*..". '.*■• ■ V ,. 7 ^' 

■ • ; ; a television' OT/of f/stattis monitoring; device; — ; X.'?': 

a channel change monitoring device? . . . 

: a volume, change /monitoring device V' • - * : - . 
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\ a ^ieif^r " cnje of . interactive /aid: hon-interiactive : ivenit • 

m6ni t diring 'device . 

••;-9.:-. .The. system .©* ela£in-i; : wherein eaild system' iEurther^ 
comprises : . \ .. v, .. . / . * . 

•V- ./a-retnote' <»htrol device for 
signals to said 'signal receiving, device;* tod /./* : , ' - / ' : . 



; " : • V ,; • 10 ? : ^^stiani of claiijt 1/ -^r^ s^d^sign^ : 
device further co^riees: 



- ; a transmitter for transmit ting non~ television signals to 

said television >ignal : jbrarisinitter; > """'"! "* 



< ■ 



^a-.mute/unnaite status mbi^toring device* .aid ■ >••■/': :■ - "\ *'':**•] '^'w^'^l 



.V- 



> v *" renwDte control; teceiver^ far.' . redeiviig /saiii cbhtrol'?--' -"^V"'. • j 

^signals at the. signal receiving ^vice^ ^. ; v . ; J--;*. 



7*0 



• a receiver for^eceiving nem-telev^s^^ 

television signal t^raiisiuitter/ and. V". X'".'*. \.: *' ; " 



I: 



. X1 * system "of /claim . 1, wherein: ! ^id ^database /' V: h '. * ' [ . 

..coo^risea . timers tamped data- . a^pi^^t^tive^.of'-' at :■ least : one / of . *- : : 
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pn/bff * status of. the 'sigjnal /receiving' device channel: ckinge, 
volume cteuige, :mute/unim*te ^^ration, and a user, one of interactive 
and non-interactive one of ev;ent and cqperation. ; 



Li:- 



0 



r 



3 



.12. . A syet^ia for 'watering' teleVisioaa'' viewer b^^or^ 
..which cbfflrprises r;:- ■ 



t i ;;; V a plurality -.off signal receiving devices for receiving 

n : television signals from, a transmitter, wheareiix ©aid plxnrality of . 

signal ^ receiving: deuces at least one of temitors and records data 
one of indicate It and reflecting respective; viewer ^^vior- in 
exercising contra over a resi^ctive sigp*l receiving device ? and 

a centrai processing computer' -\ .for. ; -processii^- /data 



obtained fropl ^d plurality of signal receiving -devices r : * 

13 . The system of claim 12 , ; wherein each one of : eai* ; 
plurality of signal^ receiving devices " cwnipriseB : ^ ; . * \ 

. * a - monitoring device * for 'monitoring changes in ; at' .least - 
one pf <m/off status of the signal receiyinjg .device ^a channel 
change, a volume change, : a mte/uhmate operation and a /user; one of. 
interactive and ndn- interactive one of event and operation, wherein 1 
seid monitoring device generates a digital; ".signal r^resentative of . 
at least one of on/off status of ' the ..-.signal. . receiving '/device,/ 

LADATAW^WVSHAKEE^^ . . 36 \ ''.•/•>.-/ ' /!/'". " • //' ■ ' V r 
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cihaa^ and tiser one v V '■; 1: 



of .interactive aad non^inter^ 



• 14. 



The system: -of ■ ; <0.aim; /12^ : wheirein ekcJx of said 



■-'" a *. ®vent' timing device- f or keeping, a .peaa-.time':reaoi^:of : ! : >':""..!:V : " 
^event-- , .time.':- occurrence • . and f or - -gen^tijQg; a ^di^ttal sigzial \y s ■ \\\'[ $■ 
representative; of • event time occurence;*' ■ Y"--*. ! * 

;:. \ : . v ;;.- a /^ ta ; latching device" for - ^oae'-pf - latching and ■ storing • 

tihe digital signals generated by. said ..lac^fcorfng/jd^ce and said ./ ; : V 
: event timing, device; and . \v-V-7 \:-- 7". : V."-V v ;." 

•7 a da.tabase for storing the data erne of latched and- stored- V ■•' ' 1j I 
by said^^^ " ; : / ' ^ 



..f 



: • a .control device/for controlling* each* of * said plurality ■ ' .1^. .. .'• rf : . 
of signal, receiving devices.; ' *■"-'.•"■" * ■ \ ;/ ' \] ; r 7= 

- V V tel ^ isio ? i , aisnttai ^xecei^; for ^receiving ;tele^iQ*7 ^(L; 
signals; and. .; " ;'*•*/' * "... ' ' ~ ' \ : »V 

' : /V; /^^v^ir^^ff: for ;;ime . ;.bf ;^nimittl»g \ ^ "relaying / .the^ : ' \\' ''ly 
r^^v^ television signals to a television. ^ * 'V'^-- ^'O"-^"-' 1 
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■ :■ |- ■ 



a. 



■ / 15 The sys tern of cl aim 12 / Iwh&r ein . said .; central / 
processing computer , further comprises! ' • " *' v- 

a; control- device for controlling the operation of ' said 
central process ing computer^ . V \ ; - 

■■-a. areceiver for receiving' data from said plurality - 6f . . 
.signal, receiving- devices; ' ^ . ■ ~ "''V;' 

e memory sto ra g e device for storing data obtained" -.from. ".■ 
said plurality of signal, receiving" devices, and , . - v - . '-:V 

; means for processing said data obtained f sroih said ; 
plnrality. of signal receiving devices add: for generating output 
date one of indicative of and reflecting viewer /behavicfr* - 

;• r "_l'f* * The . system \ of claim ^ : l2*^/ wHeredUa- said \centrai : 
processing computer, further comprises': '"' y '. *;*'.'• ;.- 

a transmitter for transmitting one .of :cca3trol>- data. .and Y' 
polling, signals to said plurality of v signal receiving devices*/ 

. 17. The system of claim 12 r wherein! television signals 
ar6 ; transmitted' viai at . least "one of a ^television' coa^^ 
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■-'fV* .* 



system,. -a telephone cbmmunication system, a ; Wireless cOTimunicsLtion " ■ • V-: 7 y ■ v^'l! 
system and a', fiber ^tic' cotmmmicati^ eystemi* : V-'"" \v . 

. .. ; , . X8. ; . The system of claim 12, idier^in at : le*ast one 'of said ' 
plurality 6$ signal receiving devices \ comprises at- least one of : 

a ; teleyisiori-bri/Qff status nKDriitorirLg device; - *- 

a chaimel change monitoring device p. .• ' •' : ' •: : .r:.-/ :>■"*.. 

; a volume change monitoring device/ : ; 0 • ' "■:•".*:*■" ^"*\^ V' j 

a mute/unmate status nbnit wring device; and ■ «;"-'-.f 



: v)-:l'^Vk.\^ey^-'cme';of iaitei^ct^^.iand -non- interact ire \eWnt 
mo^toiing device. .\ ' " . ; ■ -' V 



:: 4> 



■' : V-* 



V • V- 

v*9. ; -7 ^he 'syrtem of .claim . 1./* 

device comprises data regarding - at least one of viewer, and - : y> 

demographic information* \\-; : " " ' 

20* A method, for monitoring television viewer behavior, . { . 
which comprises the steps of 



':- -. 
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■u 



: i 
• i 



monitoring changes in at .least one of Wbff statue of a : 



■; r : - signal receiving device, a channel change,; a yoluwe. change,, -a 
mute/unimite operation ' and s 
one of event and^ppera^iony 



' mute/uninte operation and" a nee* interactive.; and; non- interactive 'f 



■- ,■ • - 



ft 



r j. 



:■ I 



• '• generating a\ first digital : . 'signal ••representative. " of'.; 'at • .;- •' 
least .one ;of on/off status of the- signal receiving device ^/ •■cnannei' ■ 
oharige, volume change, We/unimite cperitioh, a^d user interactive :; 
: and non-interactive one of event and operation ,- \ : ' r ' . 

: / V.gen^^'a^coiiii <a^*sX'»icjMii-- «sproftenl»tiv«;of .fcbe/ i 
iime:of occmxrence of -said at ; least on^ 

.signal receiving ~ device/ . *' . .chaanei cjtanS*;. ; * . •«** a SfV- 1^: ' 

. ' mte/unnnite . operation.-- and" a; user . interactive'; and non-interac tive: ^ 
'one : of ' -event; and' cperatibn 

time-stasiping said first 'digital signal with said second'..:'-: 
digital signal to generate a third "digital signalj^aod ;. . - •.,. ; •' 

;•• ' ' " storing said- third:- digital signal. _ ; • •.' ■? . > .;" 

'- 21. The method of claim 20, further con^risi^^ 



MIVkTAUJ5HSSIUVSHARED\NEWBGl_\RA0 - 
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:■ \ . : , o /vtaranamittirig skid third digitai-V signal'' 'to. a ..cefatxal; '''';•.• 



22. .The tnethod of claim 2^ 



processing said thirdf digital signal data; and 




i 



generatin^ an outfit data set representative \c(£r, viewer, 
/behavior* "'■[ "; ['■ ■' ' : \'J' r --t m ...... 

."••..I..- -./."231. The method, of - claim 20^ ^ further coraprisiiig the steps ' v"- : i ^ . L, 
."of:.v" ;■■•'.■■;*"•'"•'."*■■■" '" '■ ".)"'*'"■';".■•" ." l ■.' 

^tai n '1ng't3rfjd' digital signal- data for a piiiralit^ of ;* •;/ f " 

processing said third distal Signal data? and • V - -V* 

- v generating an output de*ta set. representative of viewer *. •'-.* = ' ' i 
behavior.*; •*" *: : V' . \> '.. : .V*.. V- '* ■ / : ^-/- ."(.': 

"' : ■ . "\ ,24, The method of claim 20, - which, further coipris^s' "the V. '"^.oiV 1 -"; 
step oft-' ■■* ■ * .." , .. * . . '.• . *.-■■.*■-".. ■*''..'**■:■..•.■•;•:■ V ; * j" * 
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' ;'> ; y:' V deteritiiiii^ a viewer is an W^K*ri*ed viewer . ' •• 

!. j' - which comprises x * .'v'- :,'V-' , »\ '. 

v4-v./ \"' y'.~ ; \ '. -a device for receiving television signals; './'•. 



4 



" a d^rice for indnitori^ viewer* s.actiohs iri controlling f 
f j, , ; .a -television; • "'-...::•':-> ; '- : .. 

/_ '^riewer^S^cticdds; - ;•'>'• . ' ■** ","*'■.":" / v'- : \\- • - 

*t;he viewer's actions* . : V; 



a device f or tijne-staiBping the inf oittiat ion representative ; 



^i. of the viewer ! a. ;actioas ; - and 



, ;.a -;' •. niemory ;''<5evi«5' - : *** [-i ; . iiif^rwaticm 

• re^rreatotative of , tli».- viewer' s : acfctona. ■ .. ' :>••: '. - 

.. . ' :26.' A Method for nwaitoring television behavior, 

•\diich. comprises: *.-'.. '\ : - " : ' 
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. : '...".'! -•'*: 1 . ' receiving televisi«i. sigiiais? . . A.;- 1 : * / 

\ ;> monitoring a : viewer's «aLCtions ; : ±n " controlling 1 
: television; , ■ - ; \V y* • v : . . ; \- . v.:" 

viewer's 

^•actions;-"-. y ; - *- : V ' : . ."■ ' ^'\- ■ l; l ■.. \V " v '-••** 

TOCoarding the . i^os^t^ of viewer 1 s 



• : . time- standing, the information ; representative. -."of the ; ^ ;. f *■ 
■ viewer • s .. act ions .'and • 

:Vf ,; 



. . - . . . ... .... ,v. .v:Vl 

storing, the information representative of the viewer* s \y- :""v; ; V'-.|- 



actions 



111 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 



ATTACHMENT C 



PATENT NO. : 6,177,931 Bl 
DATED : January 23, 2001 



Page 1 of 2 



INVENTOR(S) : Ronald Alexander et al. 



It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent is 
hereby corrected as shown below: 



Title page. 

Item [63], Related U.S* Application Data, replace the 
paragraph with the following — Provisional application No. 
60/055,237, tiled on Aug. 12, 1997, provisional application No* 
60/068,375, filed on Dec, 22, 1997, provisional application No. 
60/053,330, filed on Jul. 21, 1997, provisional application No. 
60/055,761, filed on August 14, 1997. provisional application No. 
60/061,119, filed on Oct 6, 1997, provisional application No. 
60/071,811, filed on Jan. 20, 1998, provisional application No. 
60/071,812, filed on Jan. 20, 1998, provisional application No. 
60/071,882, filed on Jan. 26, 1998, and PCT International 

Application No. PCT/US97/23852, filed on Dec. 19, 1997, which in turn claims priority 
of provisional application No. 60/034,784, filed on Dec. 9, 1996 ~. 

Column 1. 

Line 10, replace the paragraph with the following - This application claims priority of 
U.S. Provisional Patent Application Nos. 60/055,237 ("ADVERTISING MESSAGES 
DEPENDING ON ACCESS CONTENT"), filed Aug. 12, 1997, Ser. No. 60/068,375 
("SELECTION OF ADVERTISING MESSAGES IN AN EPG") filed Dec. 22, 1997, 
Ser. No. 60/053,330 ("EPG WITH ADVERTISING MESSAGES'*)) filed JuL 21, 1997, 
Ser. No. 60/055,761 ^ELECTRONIC PROGRAM GUIDE FEATURES"), Ser. No. 
60/061,119 ("TV GUIDE PLUS+")filed Oct 6, 1997, Ser. No. 60/071,811 
("SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR DISPLAYING TARGETED ADVERTISING IN 
AN EPG"), filed Jan. 20, 1998, Ser. No. 60/071,812 ("ELECTRONIC 
PROGRAMMING GUIDE SYSTEM WITH GRAPHICAL ENHANCEMENT 
CAPABILITY") filed Jan. 20, 1998, and Ser. No. 60/071,882 ("SYSTEMS AND 
METHODS FOR DISTRIBUTING ADVERTISING IN AN ELECTRONIC 
PROGRAMMING GUIDE") filed Jan. 26, 1998, 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

PATENT NO. : 6,177,931 Bl Page 2 of 2 

DATED : January 23, 2001 

INVENTOR(S) : Ronald Alexander et al. 

It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent Is 
hereby corrected as shown below; 



fhlnmn 1 (cont'd), 

and PCT International Application No. PCT/US97/23852, Attorney Docket No. 
31912PCT/LTR/E190 ("EPG WITH ADVERTISING INSERTS") filed Dec. 19, 1997, 
which in turn claims priority of U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 60/034,784 
("EPG WITH ADVERTISING INSERTS") filed Dec. 19, 1996, the disclosures of all of 
which are incorporated herein by reference, as if fully stated here, for all purposes --. 



Signed and Sealed this 
Eleventh Day of November, 2003 




JAMES E, ROG AN 
Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
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